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Sarah M. Harper, AIA, LEED AP
Please answer the following questions as fully as possible and as much as they apply to the project for which you have hired h design.  Your answers will help enable us to generate the end product you envision with a quicker turnaround.  Please contact h design should you have any questions about the following items.  

Thank you!


HOME LIFESTYLE ANALYSIS TOOL

A Home to fit your needs and wants
Begin Journaling
Start to assemble data about the places in your life that make you feel comfortable and those that make you feel uncomfortable.  Document size, take photos, or make diagrams illustrating what it is within the space that evokes the response.  Images of other spaces can supplement your notes – magazines are a great resource for this.  Digitally, you can compile ideabooks via Houzz.com or boards on Pinterest.  We would highly suggest that you add notes to any picture or image and describe what is that you like or do not like about it.  Sticky notes are great for this.  Below are some magazines that typically have lots of ideas:

Architectural Digest

Better Homes and Gardens Building Ideas

Elle décor

Fine Homebuilding*

Fine Homebuilding Houses Issue*

Home Magazine

House and Garden

House Beautiful Home Building

Inspired House*

Metropolitan Home

Traditional Home 

Dwell*

Wood Design and Building*





*Magazines we especially recommend

Understanding where you live currently

Make a list of the rooms you have, along with the approximate square footage of each one.  Under each room name, list what happens there.  Under each activity, list the frequency of the activity and who does it.  Finally, reorganize the list of rooms in order of the most used to the least used.  

For most people this exercise offers some surprises.  A room that has significant square footage may not be used very often.  This is a clear indication that you should rethink the space to see if there’s another way to accommodate the activities it houses.  In many cases, rooms such as the formal living room and formal dining room serve limited purposes.  Some people will discover that the formal living room is in use every day.  In that case, the living room works.  The point is to identify how you live and then tailor your new home to accommodate those needs rather than just assume that every house has to have the same set of rooms.

Making a Wish List and a Reality List

Wish List 

It should include all of the dreams and visions you have for your home, even if you know that many of the items are beyond the scope of your budget.  Think back through your life to all the houses, rooms, and places that you have enjoyed.  Imagine including such places in your own home.  Supplement the list with drawings and pictures and anything else that helps describe your wishes.
(please make your list in the space below)

Reality List 

Go through the wish list and identify which of the items are “must haves,” those which are desirable but you could live without, if necessary, and those which are in the realm of dreams only.  Then take the items that are in the “must have” list and describe each more specifically.  

Now make a list of any items that were not a part of your wish list but are important to include in a list of needs.  This is your reality list.  The more specific you are, the more likely it is that your house will meet your needs. 
(please make your list in the space below)

Cost-Quality-Quantity 

When building and designing a home there is a unique relationship between these three items.  You can control any of them, but on any given item you may only control two at a given time.  The third will be determined by the choice of the two most important.   This analysis tool helps us to determine what is important to you and helps us to optimize the design so you get the most of whatever is important:  cost, quality, and/or quantity.

Project Budget

This is a simple budget just to get you thinking about what all is involved in the project and each of the items involved when looking at the total cost.  Below are a few items to start you thinking:


Land Purchase


Land Survey (Basic boundary and important tree locations)


Geotechnical Engineer to perform a soils engineering report


Home Design and Structural Engineer


Home Construction Costs

Include both the conditioned and non-conditioned spaces.   Existing homes are purchased on conditioned space only.  Contractors typically charge for both conditioned and non-conditioned space, including the garage and covered porches.  This can make a big difference.


Inspectors/ HERS raters/ Green raters


Equipment – Appliances and electronic systems (smart home systems) – some contractors include these items as allowances in the project budget, while some do not.  Confirming with your contractor early in the process is recommended.

Furnishings

Moving Costs

“Homework” questions to get you thinking…
When answering, please try to give the answer of how things are at the current time as well as and how you would expect them to change in your new home.  We would ask that each resident answer these separately.  It helps us to know where differences exist so we can assist with the decision process and, hopefully, reduce conflict and smooth the process.

General

1. Please list your preliminary expectations for the following:

a. Total A/C Area:

b. Total Covered/Enclosed area: (Includes garage and porches)
c. Number of Bedrooms:

d. Number of Baths:

e. Number of Floors:

f. Number of Garage/Carport stalls:

2. What is your total project budget? (site, house construction, design and engineering fees, furniture, interior decorating)

3. What is your budget for just the construction of the home?

4. What kind of feeling do you want for your home?  Do you want a Formal home:  one with physically defined, separate rooms … the living, dining, and kitchen areas.  Or do you want an Informal home, which suggests an open plan where areas for dining, family, TV, and cooking are less defined and more casual?

5. Are there interior or exterior materials that you feel reflect your personality or lifestyle, such as Stone? Wood? Steel? Concrete? Colored tiles? Etc?

6. How many people do you plan on living in the house on a regular basis?

7. Do you have parents who may be living with you in the future or do you need an area for a nanny?
8. Do you have children?  How many and how old?

9. Will each child require a separate bedroom or will they share rooms?
10. Where do they play, in their rooms or in a separate playroom, den, living room?
11. Do you spend much time outside or in your yard?

12. Will elderly or people with mobility issues be using parts of the house?  Would you like your house to be Handicap or “universally” accessible?  If so, what areas or rooms in particular?  

13. Do you frequently work at home?  Where do you sit down to pay bills?
14. Do you and your spouse have similar daily routines, or are they very different?  Are you a morning person or a night owl?  How else are you different?  What things do you do together? 

15. Do you typically eat formally or casually? (In the Dining Room? Kitchen? At a Bar?  In the Living Room? On the couch?)  Would you prefer to change this?

16. How many people do you want to seat in your Dining room?  Typical and Maximum? How often?

17. How often do you entertain in areas other than the Dining Room?  How big are the groups? (2 or 3 at a time or a group of 10-15+?)

18. Do you require separate formal and casual spaces for different occasions?
19. When you entertain, would you prefer that your buffet space be in the Dining Room or part of the kitchen, like an island, for example?

20. How often do you have guests stay overnight?  How many?

21. Do you have any art or antiques that you want to spotlight in your new home?  If so, please list dimensions for each.
22. Do you have a piano, pool table, or other piece of furniture that will have special space needs?  If so, please list dimensions for each.
23. Do you have allergies to pollen and dust? 

24. Do you have cats, dogs, or other pets that are part of the family? Are they typically inside or outside pets?  Where do they sleep?  Would you like a pet door?
25. How many books or book shelves do you currently have?  (linear feet)  Is this enough or too much?  How much more or less? (Ex. 20%, 50%)

26. How much holiday and other storage (Christmas lights, trees, decorations, etc.) do you need?  (How many boxes? Or approx. area in your current attic?)  Do you want to keep this area conditioned or is a non-conditioned attic space acceptable?

27. What kinds of activities/routines do you do that might need special space?  (e.g. yoga, painting, letter writing, gardening, etc.)

28. How often do you engage in these activities/routines?

29. Do you have hobbies such as sewing, wood working, or other things that need specialized space or storage?  Do you collect things that need special display space?  If so, please explain.

30. Do you listen to music or watch TV in different rooms?  Which ones?

31. Do you want or need certain rooms to be sound isolated from the rest of the home?

32. Are there specific architectural conditions/spaces that you’ve had in other homes that you want to recreate or improve upon for your new home? (e.g. sunrooms, porches, patios, decks, balconies, dormers, bay windows)

Garage and Site

33. How many cars do you have?  Are any of them oversized such as an SUV?

34. Do you park in the garage or in the driveway when you come home?

35. How many cars do you want to keep in the garage?  Would you like covered drive-way parking?
36. What else do you keep in the garage?
37. Do you plan on your children/grandchildren using the yard for games and recreation?  Front? Back? Side? 
38. Do you want a yard, garden, pond, and/or pool?  How much time are you able to spend maintaining them?

39. Do you typically take care of your yard yourself and need space for lawn equipment storage?  Have a service?  Are you interested in a maintenance-free yard or xeriscaping?  If you are not familiar with this, please ask.
40. Do you prefer an attached or detached garage?

41. Will you dine al fresco?  Need an outdoor fireplace or pit?  Built-in grill or outdoor kitchen?  How much seating is needed outside?
Entry

42. Describe the entryway that you prefer.  Single or double doors?  Glass in doors or not?  Windows or not? Any key features, e.g., high ceiling, particular flooring materials, lighting, etc.?
43. Do you want visitors on your front porch to be able to see into your home, or would you prefer to visually block views into your home?

44. Do you want visitors to be able to see through your home to the backyard from your front porch?  

45. Is there any furniture you would like to include in your entry, either inside or outside?  If so, please describe.

46. Would you need a coat closet nearby the entry, or would you prefer to have this elsewhere (like near the garage entry)?  
Living Area

47. Will you be watching TV in your main living room?

48. What furniture pieces do you intend to have and what are their approximate dimensions?
49. Do you want a fireplace in your living room?  Anywhere else in your home as well?  What type of fireplace, wood-burning or gas/electric insert?  What style fireplace do you prefer, modern or more traditional?
Kitchen
50. Do you prefer that your kitchen is hidden fully, partially, or not at all from the living area?  Do you want flexibility to close off the kitchen for certain events or situations?  

51. Do you typically leave dishes in your sink overnight for morning clean up?
52. Do you have any special cooking needs?  Baking area, etc?

53. Do you know which type of appliances you plan to purchase?  If so, please list quantity and dimensions for each and whether they are gas or electric.
54. Do you recycle?   What materials?  Do you compost?

55. How many people are typically in the kitchen cooking at one time?  (We want to allow enough cooks in the kitchen)

56. Do you have a preferred shape (walk-through, L-Shaped, U-shaped)?

57. Do you want an island and/or breakfast bar?

58. Please describe the pantry/storage for kitchen goods you would like.

Master Bedroom

59. Do you like the sun to come into your bedroom in the morning?

60. Do you both get up at the same time?

61. Do you watch TV in your bedroom? From the bed or chair?

62. Do you read in your bedroom?

63. Do you exercise in your bedroom?

64. Do you need a sitting area in your bedroom? Or a window seat?

65. Are you interested in a balcony, turret, tower, skylight, shaped ceiling or other special items?

Master Bathroom

66. Would you prefer to have a vanity area for each person?  Toilet for each? 

67. Do you need a sitting area to put on make-up?

68. What kind of floor do you prefer? Tile? Wood? Stone?

69. Would you like a Urinal? Bidet?

70. Would you like to have access to some outdoor area?
71. Would you prefer a freestanding or built-in tub?  

72. Would you prefer a large shower, appropriate for two, or a single, smaller shower?
Master Closet

73. Total linear feet of closet rods you currently use?  Are your clothes tightly packed?  

74. Is this enough for your clothes?  If not how much more would you like?  10%? Double?

75. Do you store winter clothes separately?

76. Do you store your coats with your clothing or in a separate closet?

77. Would you like to have a built-in dresser in your closet or do you have a free standing dresser you use?  Would you prefer it in the bedroom or closet?

78. Where do you get dressed, closet or bedroom or bathroom?
79. Do you want to access your closet from within your bathroom, or would you prefer a door to the closet directly from the master bedroom?
Laundry Room

80. Please describe your laundry routine.  Do you wash in one place, fold in another, iron in another?  

81. Where do you temporarily put wet clothes to dry that are not put in the dryer?

82. Do you have a preference where the laundry room is located? By the kitchen or by the Bedrooms?

Children’s Bedrooms 

83. Where do they do their homework?

84. Are you interested in play lofts, turrets, towers, window seats, or other special items for children’s rooms?
85. Do your children play in their bedrooms, or is it typically used only for sleeping, reading, etc.?
Children’s Bathrooms

86. Do you prefer a bathroom for each bedroom, a bathroom for two bedrooms, or one for all of the children’s bedrooms?

87. Do you prefer to have one or two vanities? Shower stalls or shower/bath combos?

Children’s Closets

88. Would you prefer shallow or walk-in closets?  Built-in dressers?

89. Where do children store their toys and/or games?  In a common play space or in their individual rooms?

Miscellaneous 

90. Are there any other amenities you would like to have specifically?  (Fireplace, woodstove, wet bar, outdoor kitchen or living area, laundry chute, organizational systems, etc.)

91. If you have anything else you would like to share, please address it here.
If you have ideabooks compiled on Houzz, please share with us via the collaboration tool: username “harperdesignprojects.”

